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Interview Questions 

 

1. At what point in life did you peak an interest for aviation? 

Aviation had been on my mind periodically through my life.  My father was a 

pilot in WWII, so there were often discussions about flying in my home as a 

youngster.  As a boy I built model planes and tried to build one of those with a small 

motor, but it was a failure.  Later in life, around the age of 50 I developed a “bucket 

list”, that list you make of things to do before you “kick the bucket” and one of those 

items was to get a private pilot’s license.  I was a little delayed, but I started my flight 

training about the age of 55. 

 

2. How would you describe the training process of learning to fly an aircraft? Be 

as specific as possible. 

I got my training at the Cessna flight school at the Marana Regional Airport.  The 

training was a package program: interactive CDs for home study, publications to 

study from, and an airplane to fly for the various lessons, and an instructor that I was 

assigned to for one on one training.  The training is arduous.  It requires a time 

commitment at the school for the flying portion of the training, a time commitment 
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for home study, and a financial commitment.  Additionally, while the information is 

understandable, there is a lot to learn.  I would equate the study to a full semester of 

study at an engineering school. 

 

3. What was your least favorite part of pilot training and why? Your most 

favorite? 

Least favorite was the FAA exam.  It is a three-part exam: written, verbal, and 

practical (flying with an FAA examiner) and it is stressful.  My most favorite part of 

training was the flying.  It still lights me up to be breaking the bonds of gravity and 

actually be flying through the air. 

 

4. Suppose someone whom has never taken an interest in aviation asked you 

about the difficulty of it. How would you respond to their question? 

It is definitely challenging to get a private pilot’s license so I would try to convey 

the personal commitment required to accomplish the goal.  I would stress that one 

should completely understand the obligations required before embarking on this 

journey and not to underestimate the commitment. 

 

5. Do you think that anyone can become a pilot or does there need to be a 

specific attribute(s) that someone must possess to become a pilot? 

I don’t think anyone can become a pilot.  I have asked the same question to the 

flight instructors.  They responded that some individual just are not able to put 

together the eye hand coordination required to be able to fly an airplane.  I also 
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believe some people would not be able to overcome their fears that can be 

encountered being in the air in control of a flying machine. 

 

6. Think about the process of the training to becoming a pilot. If there was any 

aspect of it that you could change, what would it be and why? 

I think that there could be more training done on the ground in simulators that 

could reduce the cost and the time required to learn to fly. 

 

7. Think of all the accidents that pilots have had in recent years, fatal or not. Do 

you think that the way they were trained could have a helping hand in those 

accidents or do you believe them to be mostly, if not, strictly pilot error? 

Explain. 

Most aircraft accidents are caused by pilot error.  Unfortunately, a pilot doesn’t 

improve without practice.  There is an unofficial conversation among pilots that you 

will probably have an incident in your first 300 hours of flying, either an accident or a 

close call that will teach valuable lessons about the anatomy of an accident.  It is hard 

to train pilots for every situation they may encounter, so some lessons will have to be 

learned through experience.  An example is that a pilot may have many hours of 

flying in the southwestern skies, and never have encountered icing conditions.  The 

FAA currently has developed a pilot safety program that is designed for those who 

currently have their certificate, but furnishes reminders about circumstances that 

cause accidents.  I believe this will cut down on pilot error type accidents. 
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8. How would you rate the quality of training the FAA has in place for becoming 

a pilot? Why? 

I would rate the FAA requirements for becoming a private pilot as very good.  An 

“A-“ in the school of life.  There is so much information to impart to a student while 

at the same time teaching them to operate an airplane; I feel that the government has a 

good program in place.  There are a decreasing number of private pilots in the country 

and the FAA is trying to make changes to the training requirements to encourage 

more people to learn to fly. 

 

9. In regards to the actual hands on training for flying, do you think that it 

would be better to teach a student how to fly an airplane with a traditional style 

cockpit or a "glass cockpit"? 

I believe that is better to learn to fly by feel initially, because an airplane that is 

equipped with the instruments in a “glass cockpit” can have an equipment failure.   

On the other hand the “glass cockpit” has many advantages in regard to ease of use in 

navigational situations that should be considered in this conversation. 

 

10. After someone has succeeded in obtaining their private pilot's license, what 

sort of effect do you think it has on their future? Do you think it inspires them to 

be a better and more successful person in life? 

I believe whenever a person accomplished a goal that is difficult to achieve that it 

brings along with it a boost in self-confidence that will carry over to other challenges 

in life.  Less than one-half of one percent of the population has a private pilot’s 
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license.  This is rare company and set an individual apart from others in having this 

certification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason R Tisone     Sunday, April 22, 2012 6:51:15 PM MST



Reflection 

As far as this interview goes, it validated everything that I had learned from shadowing 

and from my research of the topic. A lot of my research was already done for me as I was 

shadowing so I learned a lot in the entire process of me shadowing my mentor. The 

interview may have provided little new information for me, but it still validated 

everything that I did learn during my entire process of shadowing/research, so I will 

briefly describe that. I found out through my mentoring that it is no easy task in 

becoming a pilot. It takes a lot of time, a lot of money, and a lot of passion to be 

successful at it. If you lack in any of those areas, you are guaranteed to be disappointed in 

the process of flight training. Flying an airplane is not a joke and it should not be treated 

as one, yet many people still do. I found out that the training the FAA has in place is not 

as efficient as it really could be because there are still mistakes being made by a lot of 

pilots as well as the instructors that teach the standards required by the FAA. Though I 

did not learn anything new in the interview, it sort of validated everything I researched in 

terms of proving that the standards for flight training as well as the environments for 

training are not efficient enough to produce the pilots that the FAA is looking for. I know 

now that it is for certain that someone must have the willingness to learn to fly an 

airplane in order to become successful at it. A majority of the time, the student becomes 

overwhelmed or confused or loses the interest to learn or the interest was never really 

there. My mentor taught me during my shadowing that a lot of students aren’t able to be 

taught very well and it is tough for the instructors to teach multiple students because there 

are so many types of learning personalities that they have to adapt to which one works 
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best. Because of these complications, I know that the teacher/student aspect of flying is 

definitely the most difficult part about the entire process. 
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