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Practicum Summary 

My shadowing experience was incredibly fun and educational. This is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity, I’d like to think because not everyone gets to say they’ve flown an airplane 

10 or more times and haven’t taken a single hour of flight class. It’s something that I 

hope everyone gets to do at some point, but now about what I actually got to do. A 

majority of my shadowing hours consisted of me sitting in the cockpit of a Cessna 152 or 

Cessna 172 with my mentor while he taught me a few of the things that you need to know 

about flying. He would go over the procedures of a preflight check on your aircraft, 

which is part of determining whether or not the aircraft is airworthy, before every takeoff 

and even let me do it myself at one point (though he was always going behind me to 

double check). While we were in the air, he told me about the various indicators in the 

cockpit and what they were for as well as how to read them. I was able to fly by myself 

as well, taking into account everything he had talked to me about. He explained to me 

that the training to become a pilot isn’t easy at all and you need to be very attentive of 

every aspect of it. He taught me about reading weather conditions as well as how to 

communicate with people around me. I experienced firsthand what it takes to land at 

Tucson International Airport and there is a lot of talking that needs to be done as well as 

clearances to be given out. 

While we were on the ground he would have me sit down with various flight instructors 

and they would go over what someone needs to do in order to get their license and there 

is a ton of information just in ground school alone. My experiences were very fun, very 

informative, and I value them and consider them some of my best memories.  
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I found out through my mentoring that it is no easy task in becoming a pilot. It takes a lot 

of time, a lot of money, and a lot of passion to be successful at it. If you lack in any of 

those areas, you are guaranteed to be disappointed in the process of flight training. Flying 

an airplane is not a joke and it should not be treated as one, yet many people still do. I 

found out that the training the FAA has in place is not as efficient as it really could be 

because there are still mistakes being made by a lot of pilots as well as the instructors that 

teach the standards required by the FAA. Though I did not learn anything new in the 

interview, it sort of validated everything I researched in terms of proving that the 

standards for flight training as well as the environments for training are not efficient 

enough to produce the pilots that the FAA is looking for. I know now that it is for certain 

that someone must have the willingness to learn to fly an airplane in order to become 

successful at it. A majority of the time, the student becomes overwhelmed or confused or 

loses the interest to learn or the interest was never really there. My mentor taught me 

during my shadowing that a lot of students aren’t able to be taught very well and it is 

tough for the instructors to teach multiple students because there are so many types of 

learning personalities that they have to adapt to which one works best. Because of these 

complications, I know that the teacher/student aspect of flying is definitely the most 

difficult part about the entire process. 
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